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Why are there more of some types of species than 
others? 
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Biodiversity is uneven both across geographic regions and branches of the tree of 
life. In this talk, I will explore one possible cause for this pattern: variation in the 
rate at which new species form. Using a data set from lizards and snakes, I will 
discuss the possible factors influencing speciation rate variation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo credit to Tim Colson (a co-author on the presented work). 
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