
UW FIELD 
OPERATIONS 
SAFETY 
MANUAL

Alex Hagen 
Laboratory Safety Operations Specialist, EH&S

fischera@uw.edu

March 10, 2021



EH&S writing team:

• Alex Hagen

• Will Love

• Lila Transue

• Eleanor Wade

May, 2020 - Began work

July - Sent out for review to internal stakeholders 

August – Sent out for review to first group of external stakeholders

October – Sent out for review to second group of external stakeholders

November – Finalization of manual draft for publication

February, 2021 – Approved for publication by ICAPS committee

DEVELOPMENT OF THE MANUAL
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• Support the health and safety of personnel conducting field research and activities, 
and help prevent injuries and illnesses

• Create a UW Field Safety Manual that establishes high level requirements for a field 
safety program and encompasses the full spectrum of fieldwork done by our 
University

• Use documents already published and vetted by schools with strong field safety 
programs (UC Field Operations Safety Center, University of Vermont, Duke 
University) as templates to create a UW manual that includes templates and 
checklists

• This manual will complement information in the Lab Safety Manual, Boating and 
Diving Safety Manual, and Biosafety Manual without being redundant

• Colleges, schools, and departments can add components to the document that are 
more specific to their fields of research and needs

GOALS
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• SECTION 1: ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

• SECTION 2: PLANNING AND PREPARATION

• SECTION 3: HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND RISK MITIGATION

• SECTION 4: TRAINING

• SECTION 5: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

• SECTION 6: EMERGENCY RESPONSE

• APPENDIX I- BEST PRACTICES FOR TRIP LEADERS & INSTRUCTORS

• APPENDIX II – ONLINE RESOURCES

• APPENDIX III – CAMPUS SUPPORT RESOURCES & POLICIES

• APPENDIX IV - CHECKLISTS AND TEMPLATES

FIELD OPERATIONS MANUAL CONTENT
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ICAPS Committee

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
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PLANNING & PREPARATION- RISK 
ASSESSMENT
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BIOLOGICAL

bacteria, 
viruses, fungi, 

protozoa, 
biohazard 

waste 

CHEMICAL

vapors, fumes, 
solvents, 

teratogens, 
pesticides, 
flammables 

WORK 
ORGANIZATION

workload, 
intensity, pace, 

harassment

ERGONOMIC

repetitive 
motion, 

awkward 
postures, heavy 

lifting

PHYSICAL

noise, 
radiation, 
sunlight, 
extreme 

temperatures

SAFETY

slips/trips/falls, 
equipment 

with moving 
parts, 

electricity

TYPES OF
HAZARDS

HAZARD IDENTIFICATION
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RISK MITIGATION - FIELD WORK 
SAFETY PLAN
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TRAINING



• Department’s accident 
prevention plan

• Policies specific to the group 
or department should include 
information such as what 
types of work can be 
conducted alone

• Approval of field safety plans 
is done by PI/RP and their 
department 

TRAINING - DEPARTMENT/GROUP-
SPECIFIC SAFETY PRACTICES



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION -
WASTE PRACTICES



EMERGENCY PROCEDURES –SAFETY 
PLANS

• Injury, illness, or exposure to 
something hazardous

• Someone almost gets hurt 
(near miss)

• Something doesn’t look safe

Include communication and 
response practices for:
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FIELD OPERATIONS MANUAL CONTENT
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Questions?
Contact us at:

Lab Safety - labcheck@uw.edu

Alex Hagen – fischera@uw.edu
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